TIPPERARY ATHLETES

John Caesar

by Michael O’'Dwyer

John Caesar was born on 10 March 1920 at Galbertstown, Holycross, County Tipperary. He was the second son
of Thomas Caesar, a farmer, native of Galbertstown, and Julia Caesar (née Hayes), native of Holycross. His
parents got married on 19 June 1918 in Holycross Abbey. At Gortnahoe on 18 January 1942 the Tipperary
novice cross-country championship was won by John Caesar of Coolcroo Athletic Club, second was Mick
Blake (Ballincurry), and third was Eddie Kennedy (Coolcroo), later a champion walker. The remaining two
scorers for the winning Coolcroo team were Jerry Butler and Mickey ‘The Rattler’ Byrne, the famous Tipperary
hurler. The same year in the Tipperary junior cross-country championship John Caesar finished third and
Coolcroo was again the first club. At national level for his club he was three times a scoring member that won
an lrish senior cross-country championship and three times that won an Irish junior cross-country
championship. In individual national senior championship events he was twice in the runner-up position. In the
NACA 10 miles championship on 19 August 1945 at Cappoquin he was second to Jack Egan (Shanaglish),
brother of Martin Egan who joined Coolquill Athletic Club the following year. The other event was the All-
Ireland AAU/NIAAA marathon championship in Dublin on 19 June 1948 when John finished in 3:14:03 and
second to Frank Mulvihill (Godiva Harriers, Coventry) who won in 2:56:02. The winner was native of Limerick
and represented Ireland in the marathon in the Olympic Games in London just seven weeks later. There he
finished in 2:57:35 and was in twenty-sixth position out of forty-one competitors. John Caesar died on 7 July
1991 at his residence, Farney Villa, Holycross, aged seventy-one, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining
Holycross Abbey.



