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Jim Kennedy was born on 1 November 1911 at Figlash, Ballyneale, Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary. He was 

the second son of William Kennedy, a farmer, and Catherine Kennedy (née Hayes). His parents were married 

on 14 July 1908 in the Redemptorist church at Mount St Alphonsus, South Circular Road, Limerick, by Fr 

Martin Hayes, brother of the bride. They had five sons, three of whom were members of the Cistercian Order. 

Their mother, native of Ballyhea, Carrick-on-Suir, also had a second brother a priest, Fr Peter Hayes, who was 

based in Perth and was chaplain to the Australian Imperial Forces during the First World War. For three years in 

succession young Jim Kennedy was an Irish schools high jump champion while a student at CBS Carrick. 

Those years the championships were held on Whit Monday in Croke Park. In 1927 he won the junior boys with 

5 ft 3 in. (1.60 m), and he won the intermediate boys in 1928 and 1929 with 5 ft 4½ in. (1.64 m) and 5 ft 6 in. 

(1.67 m), respectively. All three heights were new Irish schools records. Also, in the senior boys high jump 

event at the international Tailteann Games on 17 August 1928 at Croke Park he finished runner-up with 5 ft 5 

in. (1.65 m) to Anthony Goode, Ballinasloe. Jim Kennedy’s best performance in the Irish senior athletics 

championships was third place in the high jump at the AAU national championships on 10 June 1939 at 

Lansdowne Road. He jumped 5 ft 8 in. (1.73 m) behind Dick O’Rafferty (Donore Harriers) and Bert Tansley 

(Royal Ulster Constabulary) who both jumped 6 ft 0 in. (1.83 m), with the former first on least faults. Jim 

Kennedy was captain of Carrick-on-Suir Golf Club in the early 1960s with a handicap at the time of four. He 

died on 11 July 1977, aged sixty-five, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St Mary’s Church, Ballyneale. 

His eldest daughter, Geraldine Kennedy, was a Teachta Dála (TD) for the Dun Laoghaire constituency from 

1987 to 1989 and was later an editor of the Irish Times. 


