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Eddie Kennedy
by Michael O’'Dwyer

Eddie Kennedy was born on 27 May 1921 at Shanballyduff, Drombane, County Tipperary. He was the third son
of Edmond ‘Ned’ Kennedy, a farmer, and Margaret ‘Maggie’ Kennedy (née McGrath). His parents got married
on 15 February 1911 in the Church of the Assumption, Drombane. He had three brothers Willie, Michael and
Connie, and three sisters Mary, Margaret and Brigid. Eddie Kennedy was an Irish champion walker in the late
1940s and early 1950s but prior to that he was a hurler with Upperchurch/Drombane, and was also a noted
cross-country runner before he took up walking. He first came into prominence as a walker in 1947 when
competing for Thurles-based Croke Athletic Club he finished runner-up in the mile walk to J. Meagher (South
Dublin Harriers) at the Irish athletics championships in Dundalk. In third place that year was John C. Ryan from
Bansha. The following year on 29 August 1948 competing for the same club he won his first national title when
he won the mile walk at the Irish athletics championships in Blarney. In the years 1950 and 1951 Eddie
Kennedy won three more national walking titles this time with Coolcroo Ahletic Club. He won the All-Ireland
AAU/NIAAA 7 miles walk title at Finglas, Dublin, on 8 April 1950. The same year he won the AAU mile walk
at College Park, Dublin, on 17 June 1950 and retained that title at Shelbourne Stadium, Dublin, on 8 June 1951.
The runner-up for those three titles was Frank O’Reilly, from Naul, Dublin, who later became the first Irishman
to compete in the 50 km walk at the Olympic Games. He finished twentieth in the 1960 Games in Rome. Eddie
Kennedy got married to Josie Lanigan, Ballincurry, on 8 February 1950 in the Church of the Assumption,
Ballingarry. They lived in Sean Treacy Avenue, Thurles, but after his wife died on 25 June 1967 he moved to
Gortnahoe for a number of years before returning to Thurles to live in Ikerrin Court. Eddie Kennedy died on 16
February 2002 in Acorn Lodge Nursing Home, Ballykelly, Cashel, aged eighty, and is interred in St Patrick’s
Cemetery, Thurles.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

1948

1950
1951

1950

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

Mile Walk 6:45.5

Amateur Athletic Union Championships

Mile Walk 7:24.1
Mile Walk 7:26

All-Ireland AAU/NIAAA Championships

7 Miles Walk 63:43



