
 

 

 

Dinny Mahoney 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Dinny Mahoney was born in 1896 at Knockalough, Drombane, County Tipperary. Local church records show 

he was baptised on 26 December 1896. He was the second son of Michael Mahoney, a blacksmith, and Johanna 

Mahoney (née Stapleton). His parents got married on 22 June 1893 in the Church of the Assumption, 

Drombane. In around 1903 the family moved to Knockmehill, Upperchurch. Dinny followed his father into the 

blacksmith’s trade, serving his apprenticeship at Tom Dwyer’s, Gortahoola, and Maher’s, Clareen. His biggest 

distinction in athletics was finishing as runner-up in the national 20 miles road race championship run from the 

town hall in Templemore to Milestone on 21 September 1919 under the auspices of the Gaelic Athletic 

Association and in connection with the Milestone sports. The winner was Tim Crowe, Dundrum, who won in 

1:55:40, followed by Dinny Mahoney who beat Bill Prout, Killusty, by inches for second. On two occasions a 

20 miles road race has since been run from Templemore to Milestone. In 1924 Tim Crowe and Dinny Mahoney 

again finished first and second, and in 1986 it was won by Pat Heffernan (Thurles Crokes Athletic Club) from 

Fethard. Dinny Mahoney got married to Mary Ryan on 23 October 1921 in the Church of the Assumption, 

Drombane. Their children Josephine (1922) and Winifred (1924) were born in Ireland, and after emigrating to 

the United States, Michael (1925) and Patrick (1928) were born in Chicago. Before leaving Ireland Dinny 

Mahoney had served with the 2nd Tipperary Brigade IRA under the leadership of Paddy Kinnane, from 

Upperchurch, in the fight for Irish freedom. In Chicago he distinguished himself in police service. Dinny 

Mahoney died on 10 October 1970 in Christ Community Hospital, Chicago, aged seventy-four, and is interred 

in St Mary’s Cemetery, Evergreen Park, Chicago. 


