TIPPERARY ATHLETES

Paddy Browne

by Michael O'Dwyer

Paddy Browne was born on 21 April 1926 at Clogheen, County Tipperary. He was the second son of John
Browne, a merchant, and Annie Browne (née Hickey). His parents got married in Saints Peter and Paul’s
Church, Cork city, on 21 August 1923. Paddy Browne was educated in Clogheen National School and later
at Castleknock College, and then to University College Dublin where he studied medicine. His events in
athletics were the shot-put and discus. At the Irish athletics championships on 4 August 1947 at Dundalk he
won the discus with 134 ft 6 in. (40.99 m). Paddy Cashell of Cork Drapers Athletic Club was second with
108 ft 6 in. (33.07 m), and Bill Esmonde of DMP Athletic Club was third with 99 ft 5 in. (30.30 m). Paddy
Browne also won the Munster discus championship the same year. At the Irish universities athletics
championships he won four discus titles and two shot-put titles. He won the first of his discus titles on 14
July 1946 at College Park, Galway, with 145 ft 8 in. (44.40 m). This beat the championship record that was
set by Pat O’Callaghan in 1930. Paddy Browne also came second in the shot-put at the Irish universities
athletics championships held in 1946. Another sport he competed in was boxing in the heavyweight
division. Dr Paddy Browne got married to Dr Marcella ‘Bobbie’ O’Reilly, native of Rathgar, Dublin, on 2
June 1951 in University Church, St Stephen’s Green, Dublin. He was medical director at St Anne’s Hospital
in Northbrook Road, Ranelagh, Dublin, which specialised in the treatment of skin cancer. Not long after he
retired the hospital closed in 1997. Dr Paddy Browne died on 26 October 2017 at Blackrock Hospice,
Dublin, aged ninety-one, and is interred in Shanrahan cemetery, Clogheen.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

1947 Discus 134 ft6in.  (40.99 m)



