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Kevin O’Flanagan

by Michael O'Dwyer

Kevin O’Flanagan was born on 10 June 1919 at 2 Monte Video Terrace, Terenure, Dublin. He was the eldest son
of Timothy O’Flanagan, native of the Fair Green, Holycross, County Tipperary, and Teresa O’Flanagan (née
McLaughlin), native of Buncrana, County Donegal. When Kevin O’Flanagan, and his brothers Sean, Mick and
Charlie, and sister Attracta ‘Trixie’ (later Mrs Isdale), were young they regularly stayed in Holycross during
school holidays. Kevin was educated in Dublin at Synge Street CBS and University College Dublin. Representing
his secondary school his two main sports were athletics and Gaelic football. He won the junior 4 x 220 yards relay
with Synge Street CBS at the Irish schools athletics championships in 1935, and won the long jump with
University College Dublin at the Irish universities athletics championships in 1939. At the Irish senior athletics
championships he won two sprint titles and three long jump titles. These were the long jump at Drogheda in 1938,
60 yards and long jump at Thurles in 1939, and 100 yards and long jump at Drogheda in 1941. In winning the
latter title he tied with Dave Guiney, from Kanturk, County Cork. Kevin also came second in the long jump and
triple jJump at Fermoy in 1940. In the Munster inter-county athletics championships on 10 September 1939 at
Dungarvan he competed for Tipperary in the 100 yards. In Gaelic football, he was a member of the Synge Street
CBS team that won the Leinster colleges junior final in 1935. Both Kevin and his brother Mick played soccer and
rugby for Ireland. Kevin O’Flanagan played soccer for Ireland ten times from 1937 to 1947 and scored three
goals. He played for Bohemians, Arsenal, Barnet and Brentford. In rugby, he was capped once for Ireland in 1947
against Australia. His brother Mick O’Flanagan played soccer for Ireland once and played for the clubs
Bohemians and Belfast Celtic. When the Irish rugby team won the Grand Slam in 1948 Mick O’Flanagan played
in the game against Scotland. The ‘Spirit of Highbury’ is a monument at Arsenal’s present home, Emirates
Stadium, portraying every individual to have played for the club at their former home. The image on the
monument features a team line-up that includes every Arsenal player and manager to have graced the Highbury
turf from 1913 to 2006. In all, 482 first-team players are in the line-up, as well as fourteen managers. Kevin
O’Flanagan is one of the players in the line-up, and another is Niall Quinn, whose father was native of
Rossestown, Thurles. Dr Kevin O’Flanagan died on 26 May 2006 at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin, aged eighty-
six, and is interred in Glasnevin cemetery.



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:

1938
1939
1939
1941
1941

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships

Long Jump
60 yd
Long Jump
100 yd
Long Jump

22 ft4%in.  (6.82 m)
6.8

22 ft 10%in. (6.97 m)
10.4

22 ft6in. (6.86 m)

TIE



