
County Juvenile Cross Country Report – 4th October 2020 
 
Sunday 4th October saw the much-anticipated return to county cross country competition 
in county Tipperary. Weeks of planning and county board Zoom meetings culminated in a 
very successful event being held on a typically windy and damp day in Newport. On arrival 
at the venue it was immediately evident how much work the host club, Newport AC, had 
put into implementing the HSE and Athletics Ireland safety guidelines. There were plenty of 
information and directional signs visible and an abundance of stewards guiding those who 
were arriving into the new normal of cross country in Covid times. County and club Covid 
Officers were very visible, ensuring that all those entering and leaving the competition area 
were using masks and hand sanitiser etc.  
The young athletes are to be commended on how they conducted themselves on the day. 
They followed the instructions of the stewards and utilised the warm up are and kept their 
social distance before and after each race. Their excitement and nerves were evident and it 
was clear that they were all looking forward to getting stuck into the first county cross 
country races of the season. These young athletes didn't let the new rules and restrictions 
faze them or get in the way of their running ambitions. 
The u10 girls kicked off the races in this day of even age competition with a quick 800m 
race. Leah O Connell Moycarkey Coolcroo AC won the race with Taylor O'Toole of Dundrum 
AC 2nd and Neasa Moloney of Mooreabbey Milers AC completing the medal winners. 
Dundrum AC took team gold, Moyne AC took silver and Newport AC took the bronze team 
medal. The boys u10 race was up next with 1st going to Albert Maher of Dundrum AC, 2nd 
was Luke Duggan of Templemore AC and 3rd was Niall Quirke of Dundrum AC. Dundrum AC 
won the gold team medal, Newport AC won the team silver and Moyne took the bronze 
team medal. 
A good race was had in the girls u12 race with 1st place going to Aoife O Donnell from 
Moycarkey Coolcroo AC, 2nd was Leah Berry from Newport AC, Ruth O'Connell of 
Moycarkey Coolcroo AC was 3rd. Newport AC took the gold team medal in this race, Moyne 
AC won the silver and Moycarkey Coolcroo won the bronze team medal. In a competitive 
boys u12 race Colm Ryan of Newport AC was a convincing winner with David Moran of 
Mooreabbey Milers AC making up good ground to take 2nd place and Rian Horgan of 
Newport AC winning bronze. Newport AC won the team gold, Moycarkey Coolcroo AC took 
silver and Dundrum AC won bronze in the team event. 
Moving up in distance with age we saw the u14s running 3000m in total. Congratulations 
to Jennifer O'Leary of Nenagh Olympic AC, Clodagh Grimes of Newport AC and Alana 
Spillane of Moyne AC who filled the top three positions respectively. Newport AC won the 
gold team medal, Moyne AC took silver and Dundrum AC took bronze. In the boy's 
race Diarmuid Moloney of Nenagh Olympic AC ran a very strong race to take gold with Daire 
O'Donnell of Moycarkey Coolcroo AC taking silver and Charlie Tobin of Newport AC taking 
the bronze medal. Moyne AC won the gold team medal. 
Dundrum AC filled the top three places in the girls u16 race. Well done to Millie Kelly 
Dundrum AC, Orla Ryan Dundrum AC and Paula Quirke Dundrum AC. They won the team 
gold also with Moyne AC winning silver and Newport AC winning bronze. In the boys 
race Shane Buckley of Dundrum AC ran well to take 1st place, Thomas Bergin of Nenagh 
Olympic AC was 2nd and Aaron Moore of Moyne AC was 3rd. Moyne's two teams to the 
gold and silver team medals. 



Ailbhe O'Neill of Nenagh Olympic AC held off the charge of all the Clonmel AC girls to win 
the u18 race. Laura Cooney of Clonmel AC was 2nd and Emma Murray of Clonmel AC was 
3rd. Clonmel AC won the gold and silver team medals. Nenagh Olympic AC had a clean 
sweep of the top three places in the boys u18 race. Well done to James Tanner 1st, Jamie 
Moloney 2nd and Luke Purcell 3rd. The boys from Nenagh won the team gold as a result. 
Well done to all the athletes who gave their all on Sunday and best wishes to those who will 
compete in the uneven age competition this Sunday in Two Mile Borris. 
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