
County Athletic News – 19th February 

Lorraine Healy and Michael Carey are County Novice Champions 

Moyne was the venue last Sunday for the County Novice Road Championships which were held in 

good conditions and as such we witnessed some great performances. The Women’s 3k attracted a 

record entry of 44 athletes, with many of them making their debut in this Championship event and it 

was great to see them all running so well, augurs well for the future of the sport. The Women’s race 

started and soon after the start the lead was taken up by Lorraine Healy of Moyne and Jacqueline 

Hughes of Thurles Crokes and these two athletes were everyone’s favourites to battle it out for the 

title. By the 1k mark they had opened up a lead on the chasing pack. Then over the 2nd half of the 

race Lorraine made her move and as they leaders came into view she had a commanding lead, a lead 

she held all the way to the line to win in 11 mins 11 secs. This was a great win by Lorraine who is 

running very well at the moment and I am sure we will hear a lot about her in 2017. Lorraine in 

winning this title becomes the first Moyne AC athlete to win the Women’s Novice Road title under 

Athletics Ireland, so a piece of history was achieved by Lorraine Healy last Sunday on home soil. I 

have no doubt that John Flynn will cherish such an achievement. Back to the race and them we had 

Jacqueline Hughes maintaining a strong pace to win the Silver medal with Louise Fogarty of Moyne 

emerging from the chasing pack over the final 1200m to win the Bronze medal. For the record, Claire 

Devitt of Dundrum was 4th, Suzanne Shine of Clonmel was 5th and Angela Fogarty of Moyne was 

6th. With three to score on the women’s team, the Moyne team of Lorraine, Louise and Angela were 

clear and convincing winners of the Club title on 10 points and retained the Cup for another year. 

The Silver medals were won by the Dundrum team of Claire Devitt, Eimear Loughman who was 7th 

and Ausra Mackeviciute was 8th. The Bronze medals were won by the Thurles Crokes team of 

Jacqueline Hughes, Louise Condon 9th and Michelle Maher 14th.  

The Men’s race also attracted a top class entry of 94 athletes and here the early lead was shared by 

a group of 12 athletes as they went through the village. Then as they approached the 3k mark a 

small group went clear that included Garth McGlinchy of Dundrum, Derek Walsh of Carrick on Suir, 

William Stephens of Coolquill and Michael Carey of Clonmel with the chasing pack in close attention. 

Then as they approached the 4k mark Michael and William went clear and soon after that Michael 

edged in front and he maintained that strong pace all the way to the line to win convincingly in 19 

mins 8 secs. This was a great performance by Michael as he joins a select group of Clonmel AC 

athletes, Pat O Sullivan, Johnny Brunnock and Kevin Maunsell who had won this title in the past 

under Athletics Ireland. Back to the race and William Stephens of Coolquill who has been running 

well in recent races maintained a strong pace to win the Silver medal in 19 mins 23 secs on his debut 

in this Championship. Then we had Derek Walsh of Carrick on Suir coming trough to win the Bronze 

medal on his debut in this Championship in 19 mins 37 secs, indeed the 1st 3 medal winners were all 

making their debut in this Championship race. For the record, Gareth McGlinchey(Dundrum) was 4th 

in 20 mins 4 secs, 5th Kieran Lees (Mooreabbey Milers) 20 mins 14 secs and 6th John Treacy (Thurles 

Crokes) 20 mins 16 secs. Indeed looking through the results we had athletes from 9 different clubs in 

the top 11, athletes representing Clonmel, Coolquill, Carrick on Suir, Dundrum, Mooreabbey Milers, 

Thurles Crokes, Templemore, Moyne and Moycarkey Coolcroo, brilliant to see. In the team event, 

the Clonmel team of Michael Carey, Nigel O Flaherty 7th 20:19, Mark Darmody 12th 20:28 and 

Jimmy Boland 14th 20:35 won the Gold medals and the Danny Butler Cup as Novice Club Champions 

on 34 points. The Silver medals were won by the defending Champions, Thurles Crokes with John 



Treacy, Kevin Coleman 8th 20:22, Liam Shanahan 13th 20:31 and Johnny Dooley 21st 21:10 on 48 

points. The Coolquill team of William Stephens, John Russell 17th 20:41, Andrew Smyth 23rd 21:17 

and Michael Carey 34th 22:01 combined very well to win the Inter Club Bronze medals on 76 points. 

The next County fixture will be the County Intermediate Women’s 4k and Men’s 8k on Sunday 19th 

march in Faugheen. The County Novice B on March 26th in Ballingarry will be some race if all the 

athletes eligible will come along and compete. The rule for the Novice B Women’s race over 3k is 

that the top 5 Women in the Novice race plus any previous winners can’t compete in the Novice B. 

In the Men’s Novice B 6k race the top 8 men in today’s race and any pervious Novice B winners can’t 

compete.  

At the presentation of the awards, the County Chairman, Billy Purcell thanked Moyne A C for 

promoting two very good Championship races. He also thanked all the Clubs for such great entries in 

both races.  


