
County Athletic Notes
County Novice titles for Nenagh Olympic duo Ciara Cummins and Tom Hennessy
Moyglass was the venue last Sunday for the opening event of the Cross Country season, the
County Novice Cross Country Championships. This year’s Championship events witnessed
two great wins by two very promising Juveniles making their debut at Senior level for the
very first time and hopefully a stepping stone to greater achievements at Senior level.
It was great to see 41 athletes go to the start of the Ladies 3k race representing 8 Clubs,
brilliant and well done to all the Clubs in getting their members out competing, a welcome
break for the Road scene. In the ladies race a group of five athletes set the pace headed by
Elaine Kennedy of Fethard AC, making her debut in these Championship along with the
eventual winner, Ciara Cummins and her Nenagh Olympic team mate Aoife Deering as well
as Mary Louise Ryan of Moore Abbey Milers and Phil Ryan of Ballynonty. As they
approached the hill on their first lap, Ciara Cummins took up the pace and soon opened a
major lead by the time they got to the top of the hill. She kept this going all the way round to
come home a very convincing winner in 15 mins 17 secs despite a great effort by Mary
Louise Ryan over the final 1k. Then we had Mary Louise Ryan maintaining her strong
challenge to win the Silver medal in 15 mins 29 secs with Phil Ryan coming through to win
the Bronze medal in 15 mins 38 secs. For the record 4th Anne Marie Boland (Clonmel)
16:27, 5th Maire O Shea (Moore Abbey Milers A C) 16:28 and Elaine Kennedy (Fethard A C)
16:31. In the team event with Trish Blackburn finishing strongly in 18th place, Moore Abbey
Milers A C were crowned Champions on 25 points and retained their title won last year in the
Turnpike. The Clonmel team of Anne Marie Boland, Yvonne O Connor 10th and Marian
Flaherty 15th won the Silver medals on 29 points with the Moyne A C trio of Louise Fogarty
8th, Angela Fogarty 10th and Brigid Gleeson 13th winning the Bronze medals on 30 points,
only 5 points separated the top three teams. In this race we had a Moyglass Women’s team
of Siobhan Fitzgerald, Dorothy Connolly, Mary O Meara and Margaret Gleeson making their
debut at Cross Country and it was great to see them all running so well, augurs well for the
future. We also had teams from Dundrum, Thurles Crokes and Moyglass.
In the Men’s race 60 athletes faced the starter and right from the start Jack Corbett
(Templemore) and the eventual winner Tom Hennessy (Nenagh Olympic) set the pace
which was fast. They were still together going out on the final lap but then with 400m to go,
Tom went clear and held that gap all the way to the line to win very convincingly in 19 mins 4
secs with Jack Corbett winning the Silver medal in 19 mins 17 secs, two very good
performances. John Fitzgibbon (Thurles Crokes) held off the late challenge from his club
mate Denis Shanahan to win the Bronze medal in 20 mins 13 secs with Denis 4th 2 secs
adrift. Jimmy Boland (Clonmel) was 5th in 20: 35 with Colm Bradshaw (Dundrum) 6th in
20:43. In the team event Clonmel won the Gold medals on 38 points with their team of
Jimmy Boland, Anthony Tobin 9th, Neil Fox 11th and Paudie O Keeffe 13th on 38 points.
The Silver medals were won by the Thurles Crokes team of John Fitzgibbon, Denis
Shanahan, Liam Shanahan 8th and Pat Butler 39th on 54 points. The Bronze medals were
won by the Dundrum team of Colm Bradshaw, Paudie Coen 20th, Ruaidhri Devitt 22nd and
Dermot Hayes 23rd on 71 points. We also had teams from Ballynonty, Moyne, Nenagh
Olympic, Coolquill and Moore Abbey Milers. At the presentation of Awards, County
Chairman, Billy Purcell thanked the Moyglass Club for organising a great days’ competition,
he also thanked all the Clubs for supporting the Championships and it was great to see such
high entries in both races.


