
County Senior titles for Dymphna Ryan and William Hughes

Fethard was the venue last Sunday for the County Senior Ladies and Men’s 10K road
Championships. Once again the Fethard Club had the whole promotion well organised from
start to finish. Looking at the results I would like to compliment all the Clubs that participated
in these two races as there was a brilliant entry in both. In the Ladies race we had 33
athletes representing 8 Clubs while in the Men’s race we had 51 athletes representing 9
Clubs, fantastic support by the Clubs. At these Championships the Ann Mullaney Perpetual
Cup for the Senior Ladies Inter Club competition was presented to the County Board by her
grandson, Shane Mullaney, and was accepted by the County Board Chairman, Billy Purcell.
Billy on behalf of the Board thanked Shane for such a gesture.
Back to the action and in the Ladies 5k we had Dymphna Ryan running a very good race to
come home a very worthy and convincing Champion in 18 mins 10 secs, defending her title
she won over this course last year, a brilliant run. Then we had Carmel Fitzgibbon of Thurles
Crokes who has shown great progress this year, continue that form last Sunday when
running very well to win the Silver medal in 18 mins 37 secs. Then we had Madeline
Loughnane also of Thurles Crokes running very well to win the Bronze medal in 18 mins 48
secs. Aine Roche of Clonmel was 4th in 19:37, Catherine Kelly (Dundrum) 5th in 20:19 and
Kealey Tideswell (Clonmel) 6th in 20:29. With three to count in the team event it was going
to be very close with only 6 points separating 1st and 3rd. With Martina Ryan of Thurles
Crokes coming through strongly over the final 2k when 7th in 20:32, Thurles Crokes won the
team event on 12 points, thus retaining their title. Then we had Dundrum with Claire Devitt
11th (21:17) along with Dymphna and Catherine winning the Silver medals. The Bronze
medals were won by the Clonmel team of Aine, Kealey and Edel Roche 8th 20:45. Moyne
were 4th edging out Moore Abbey Milers on countback, with both teams on 51 points. It was
great to see Coolquill enter a team in the Senior Ladies and they ran well when finishing 6th
with Fethard finishing 7th. In the B Section, opened to Clubs who had a team in the A
Section, the Clonmel team of Catherine Rice 10th 21:07, Anna Byrne 17th 22:05 and Donna
Nagle 20th 23:06 won the Gold medals. The Silver medals were won by the Moyne team of
Patricia Ryan 22nd 23:15, Brigid Gleeson 28th 25:17 and Catherine Dunne 29th 25:28.
In the Men’s race we also had a very competitive race. Here after the 3K mark William
Hughes of Thurles Crokes went into the lead. Having finished 3rd in last year’s event, he
was determined to add this title to his list of achievements and follow his father ,Sean
Hughes, into the record books as County Senior Road Champion. Looking back on the
record books, Sean won his two titles in1983 and 1984 and both in Moyglass, not far from
Fethard with William capturing the title 30 years after Sean’s 2nd success. Back to the race,
William kept up this strong pace and at 5k was well clear of Stuart Moloney (Moore Abbey
Milers) the current County Novice and Intermediate Champion with Danny Smith of
Ballynonty 3rd. William came home a very worthy and convincing Champion in 32 mins 58
secs, brilliant performance. Then we had Stuart winning the Silver in 33 mins 22 secs with
Danny Smith winning the Bronze in 33 mins 40 secs, great running. David Ryan (Clonmel)
the defending Champion was 4th in 34:47, Kevin Moore (Dundrum) 5th 34:50 and Jimmy
Boland (Clonmel) 6th 34:59. In the team event Dundrum pulled out all the stops to regain the
title last won in 2012. They had great performances from William O Dwyer 9th 35:23, Donal
Keane 13th 35:53 and Michael Ryan 16th 36:15 and they along with Kevin regained the O
Moore Perpetual Cup in fine style. The Silver medals were won by the Clonmel team of
David, Jimmy, Conor Fleming 20th 36:58 and Conor Morkan 24th 37:50.  The Bronze
medals were won by the Ballynonty team of Danny, Kenny Curran 10th 35:23, Pakie Ryan
14th 36:06 and Fergal Loughnane 36th 39:56. 4th Coolquill 63 points, 5th Thurles Crokes 63
points, 6th Moore Abbey Milers 78 points and 7th Fethard 152 points. In the B Section
Dundrum won the Gold medals on 61 points, Clonmel the Silver medals on 88 points and
Coolquill the Bronze medals on 102 points. We wish John Fitzgibbon a speedy recovery
from the injury he picked up on Sunday when running well. At the Presentation of Prizes the



County Chairman, Billy Purcell, thanked the Fethard Club for promoting two very good
Championship events.

County Track and Field Championships
All roads lead to Templemore next Monday, April 21st for the County Junior, Novice, Senior
and Master Track and Field Championships. All Clubs are asked to support this event as it is
an ideal opportunity for all athletes to fine tune their fitness for the upcoming Munster Track
and Field Championships. All Clubs will have got the full programme of events in recent
weeks. Competition on Monday gets underway at 1.30pm.


