
County Athletic News

County Titles for Eileen McCullough and William O Dwyer
The County Cross Country season got underway in earnest today with the County Novice
Cross Country Championships down for decision at the Turnpike and we are very grateful to
Donal Hayes for the use of his lands and conditions were ideal for Cross Country.
Competition was keen but both the Ladies and Men’s races produced two very convincing
and worthy Champions in Eileen McCullough (Thurles Crokes) and William O Dwyer
(Dundrum). In the Ladies 4k over 2 laps Eileen McCullough went to the front very early in the
race and soon went clear midway through the first lap and she made every stride a winning
one as she came home a very worthy Champion in 16 mins 29 secs and it is great to see her
back running well again as Eileen was also very good at Juvenile level for her Club Thurles
Crokes. Then we had the surprise packet (dark horse) in Phil Ryan of Ballynonty. Phil bided
her time and then halfway through the first lap she moved into 2nd place and as the race
went on she consolidated her place and came home a very worthy winner of the Silver
medal in 16 mins 58 secs. There was a great race for the Bronze positions for most of the
race as 4 or 5 athletes were in contention at halfway. But over the closing stages Maire O
Shea (Moore Abbey Milers) proved the stronger and came through to win the Bronze medal
in 17 mins 54 secs. For the record Anne Coughlan (Moore Abbey Milers) was 4th 18:16,
Claire Devitt (Dundrum) 5th 18:18 and Laura Carey (Coolquill) 6th in 18:26. In the team
event with 2 athletes in the top four Moore Abbey Milers won their first County Inter Club
Cross Country title with Trish Blackburn putting in a great effort over the closing stages to
finish 15th in 19:27 for a points total of 20 points. The Inter Club Silver medals were won by
the Dundrum trio of Claire Devitt, Mary Keane 9th 18:36 and Laura Armstrong 13th 19:08 on
27 points. The Thurles Crokes team of Eileen McCullough, Paula Mills 12th 19:04 and
Sinead O Meara 20th 20:13 won the inter Club Bronze medals on 33 points. Clonmel were
4th on 34 points and Moyne who had a great entry were 5th on 36 points.
The Men’s race also proved very competitive in the early stages as a group of 6 athletes set
the pace after the initial charge. Then as they went out on the 2nd of the 3 lap race William
O Dwyer (Dundrum) went to the front and increased the tempo that soon saw him draw clear
of the chasing pack. William kept this pace going and increased his lead as the race went on
to come home a very worthy and convincing Champion in 21 mins 10 secs. On the 2nd lap
Liam Shanahan of Thurles Crokes went into 2nd place and held that position until the last
400m when Patrick Hughes of Thurles Crokes found an extra gear to reel him in and win the
Silver medal close to the finishing line with Liam winning the Bronze. For the record John
Russell (Coolquill) was 4th 21:40, Patrick Cummins (Moycarkey Coolcroo) 5th 21:42 and 6th
John Fitzgibbon (Thurles Crokes) 21:48. In the team event with three athletes in the top six
and with John Treacy also running very well when finishing 9th in 22:11, Thurles Crokes won
the Inter Club Gold medals on 20 points. The defending Champions Coolquill battled hard
with John Russell, Andrew Smyth 8th 22:04, Dermot Logue 15th 22:30 and Michael Carey
16th 22:36 to win the Silver medals on 43 points. Dundrum won the Bronze medals with
William O Dwyer, Colm Bradshaw 11th 22:18, Ruaidhri Devitt 19th 22:59 and Michael Ryan
21st 23:22. Moycarkey Coolcroo were 4th on 83 points, Moyne 5th on 91 points and Clonmel
6th on 94 points.
The County Board would like to thank Moycarkey Coolcroo for promoting a great
Championship of Races and with the Munster equivalent races on the same course on
October 26th, it gave the County athletes a great opportunity to familiarise themselves with
the terrain.


