
Tipperary Juvenile Athletics

The first day of the Tipperary Juvenile Cross Country Championships got off to an
ideal start in Two-Mile-Borris on Sunday last, 5th October. Two hundred and fifty
athletes, spread evenly between girls and boys, representing 12 clubs in the County
faced the starter and each one of them gave their all in some terrific competitions.
The weather proved kind and the course on lands provided by the Hayes Family
tested the athletes who ranged in age from 7 to 17.

What a great day’s competition we had with nine different clubs having athletes in
the top three.  Of the 10 individual titles on offer Nenagh Olympic had the honour of
winning four, Newport won two with one each for Thurles Crokes, Moyne, Moyglass
and Moreabbey Milers.  In the team competitions seven clubs collected either gold,
silver or bronze with Moyne leading the way with six titles followed by Nenagh on two
and Newport on one.

The first race away was the Girls U/10 event with Leah Quane, Moreabbey Milers
getting the better of Helen Cleere, Moyne and Kate Ferncombe, Dundrum.  Moyne,
Templemore and Clonmel were 1, 2, and 3 in the team competition.  The Boys U/10
race went right down to the wire with Cian Hodgins, Nenagh Olympic overtaking Joe
Egan, Moycarkey-Coolcroo on the run-in to claim victory.  Tom Walsh, Nenagh
Olympic finished third with Nenagh Olympic, Newport and Moyne the top three in the
team event.  The Girls U/12 title went to Aimee Hayde, Newport who had a
convincing victory with Aoibhin Foley, Clonmel and Kate Burke, Moyglass finishing
second and third.  The team results here saw Moyne, Clonmel and Newport take the
top three positions. In the Boys U/12 race top spot went to Darragh Stakelum,
Thurles Crokes with Ben O’Sullivan, Newport second and Alex Reynolds, Nenagh
third.  Nenagh Olympic, Thurles Crokes and Newport took the team medals here.

The winner of the Girls U/14 event was Emma Coleman who finally shook off the
challenge of Rachel Butler, Moyne in the second half of the race with Derbhla
Heffernan, Dundrum taking the third spot.  Moyne, Clonmel and Newport were the
top three club teams. The Boys U/14 title went to Jack Hickey, Moyne with Brian
Maher, Moyne and Josh Egan, Nenagh filling the second and third positions.  Moyne
were the winners of the team event.  At U/16 level Alannah Deering, Nenagh
Olympic got the better of Emma Fagan, Newport with her club-mate Fiona Molloy
finishing third.  Newport were the winners of the team competition.  The Boys U/16
race provided the crowd with plenty of excitement with the lead changing hands on
numerous occasions over the closing stages but Jack Dolan, Moyglass eventually
took the title just yards ahead of Jack Moore, Moyne with Thomas O’Brien, Newport
filling the third medal position.  Moyne and Moyglass were the medal winners in the
team event.  Nenagh Olympic recorded a double at U/18 level with Ciara Cummins
winning the girls event and Killian Cullagh the boys equivalent.  Eimear Loughman,
Dundrum and Emma Durand, Clonmel finished second and third with Patrick Cleary,
Clonmel and Richard O’Donoghue the runners-up in the boys event. Moyne were the
winners of the team event in the Boys U/18 competition. For a complete list of the
results please check out our website at www. tipperaryathletics.com.



Congratulations to all the clubs for their encouragement of the athletes.It was also
great to see another new club, Cappawhite, grace our County Championships and
we wish them the best as they continue to grow.

Upcoming fixtures for our juveniles are the County Uneven Age Cross Country
Championships on Sunday 19th October which will be hosted by Moyglass A.C. & the
Munster Cross Country Championships which will be hosted by Tipperary and run by
Moycarkey-Coolcroo AC on the same course as last Sunday’s competition.  This
event takes place on Sunday 26th October and further details next week.


