
County Athletic News 
 
Madeline Loughnane and Kevin Maunsell – County Senior 
Champions, Thurles Crokes and Clonmel win Senior Club titles 
 
Cashel was the venue for this year’s blue ribbon events of the County Cross Country season 
with the County Junior and Senior Individual and Club titles down for decision. Conditions 
were ideal and great credit must go to Michael Ryan and his family for the use of their fine 
facilities and to the host Club Dundrum who had everything in order, the underfoot was ideal 
for Cross Country running, perfect conditions all round. As such we saw some great races 
and great competitions as athletes responded to the great conditions with gusto. Indeed well 
done to all the clubs for getting their athletes and teams out to compete as we had four good 
races.  
In the Junior Ladies 3k race Ciara Cummins of Nenagh Olympic went to the front right from 
the start and ran a strong tempo that saw her come home a very worthy Champion in 13 
mins 50 secs. Then we had Orlaith Moynihan of Clonmel moving into 2n d place on the 1st 
lap and she kept a strong pace going to win the Silver medal in 14 mins 20 secs. Aoife 
Deering of Nenagh Olympic came through strongly over the closing stages to win the Bronze 
medal in 14 mins 34 secs with Orla Healy of Moyne 4th. In the Junior Men’s 6k race a group 
of five athletes dictated the early pace, then as the athletes reached halfway Killian Cullagh 
of Nenagh Olympic went to the front and soon had the field stretched out. Killian maintained 
this strong tempo to come home a very worthy Champion in 23 mins 18 secs. Anthony Tobin 
of Clonmel moved into Silver position with one lap to go and he maintained that tempo to 
finish 2nd in 23 mins 28 secs with his Club mate Aaron Egan winning the Bronze medal in 
23 mins 44 secs. Gary Howard of Nenagh Olympic was 4th with Jack Allen of Clonmel 5th. 
Clonmel won the team event with Anthony, Aaron and Jack.  
The Ladies 6K race, 20 athletes representing 5 Clubs face the starter, Patsy Dorney and it 
was a great race. Right from the start the defending Champion Dymphna Ryan of Dundrum 
set a strong pace that soon had the field in Indian file. Midway through the first lap she was 
joined by Madeline Loughnane of Thurles Crokes and these two match stride for stride up to 
4k. At this stage Madeline made her move and went clear of Dymphna who doggedly fought 
back as she wasn’t going to surrender her title too easily as Dymphna was going for 4 in a 
row, a feat never achieved in this Championship. The only other athlete to achieve a three in 
a row was Madeline Loughnane. However the relentless pace set by Madeline began to tell 
and going out on the final lap she had regained the lead, a lead she maintained all the way 
to the line to win the County Senior Ladies Cross Country title in 23 mins 12 secs. This was 
a brilliant performance by Madeline who has spent the last couple of years trying to get back 
but has been hampered with injuries, great to see Madeline back competing strong again. 
Madeline last won this title in 2008, her 5th County Senior title, having previous won in 2002, 
2003, 2006 and 2007. Dymphna gave it everything she had but on the day found Madeline 
in top form, Dymphna ran very well to win the Silver medal in 23 mins 37 secs. Then we had 
the athlete of the season emerging from the chasing pack to win the Bronze medal and that 
was Carmel Fitzgibbon of Thurles Crokes who has shown fantastic progress this year, 
winning both the County Novice and intermediate titles and now has a County Senior Bronze 
medal after a great performance. For the record 4th Angela McCann (Clonmel), 5th Niamh 
Hennessy (Templemore), 6th Maire Fitzgibbon (Thurles Crokes), 7th Aine Roche (Clonmel) , 
8th Catherine Kelly (Dundrum), 9th Kealey Tideswell (Clonmel) and 10th Martina Ryan 
(Thurles Crokes).  With three to count in the team event, the Thurles Crokes team of 
Madeline, Carmel and Maire were convincing Champions, a title they last won in 2007 in 
Hollyford, which was also promoted by the Dundrum club. The Clonmel team of Angela, Aine 
and Kealey won the Silver medals while the Dundrum team of Dymphna, Catherine and 
Laura Armstrong 14th, won the Bronze medals. The Moyne team of Frances Long 11th, 
Bridget Gleeson 12th and Breda McNamara 17th were 4th. In the B Section, open to Clubs 



who had a team competing in the A Section, the Clonmel team of Donna Nagle 13th, Hazel 
Galloway 15th and Una Redfern 16th won the Gold medals. The Moyne team of Catherine 
Dunne, Liz Power and Ashling Maher won the Silver medals.  
The final Championship to be decided was the County Senior Men’s 10k title. Here 38 
athletes representing nine Clubs faced the starter, Billy Morrissey formerly of Ballytarsna 
who won numerous County Senior Cross Country titles in his day. Right from the start, the 
defending Champion, Kevin Maunsell of Clonmel set the pace with his brother, William on 
his shoulder and they soon opened a lead on the rest of the field. Both athletes were full of 
running on an ideal cross country course. They were still together at halfway with Mark 
Gleeson of Nenagh Olympic now in 3rd place. Kevin still kept the tempo going and on the 
4th lap he opened a lead on William, a lead he maintained all the way to the line to come 
home a worthy Champion in 33 mins 7 secs, great running. Kevin now joins a group of 5 
elite athletes who have won the County Senior title on more than one occasion and they are 
John Daly (Nenagh Olympic) 2000 and 2001, Michael Hassett (St Catherines) 2003 and 
2005, Tony Fogarty (Thurles Crokes) 2009 and 2010 and Christopher Bracken (Thurles 
Crokes) who is the only athlete to have won the County Senior title on three occasions 2006, 
2007 and 2008. Back to the race and William Maunsell maintained his strong pace to win the 
Silver medal in 33 mins 37 secs with Mark Gleeson of Nenagh Olympic winning the Bronze 
medal in 34 mins 5 secs, great running from this Irish International over 45 athlete who was 
on the Irish Masters team that won Silver medals at the recent Home Countries Masters 
Cross Country International. For the record 4th Stuart Moloney (Moore Abbey Milers), 5th 
Kevin Moore Dundrum, 6th Gary Scully Nenagh Olympic, 7th Tom Blackburn (Moore Abbey 
Milers), 8th Mike Cunningham (Moore Abbey Milers), 9th Denis Shanahan (Thurles Crokes) 
and 10th Shane Scully (Nenagh Olympic). 
In the team event Clonmel retained the Cup on 35 points with Kevin, William, Paudie O 
Keeffe 11th and Derek Nolan 21st. The Silver medals were won by the Nenagh Olympic 
team of Mark, Gary, Shane and Eoin Woolley 28th. The Bronze medals were won by the 
Dundrum team of Kevin 5th, Martin Keane 13th, Pat Ryan 16th and John Shanahan 18th. 
4th Moore Abbey Milers and 5th Coolquill. In the B Section, open to Clubs who had an A 
team Dundrum won the Gold medals with William O Dwyer, James Ryan and Ruaidhri 
Devitt. The Clonmel team of Declan Curley, James O Brien and Brian Carroll won the Silver 
while the Coolquill team of Jack Alexander, Tadgh Vaughan and Andrew Galloway won the 
Bronze medals.  
 
 


