
 

 

 

Jimmy Sweeney 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Jimmy Sweeney was born on 14 October 1908 at Laffansbridge, Killenaule, County Tipperary. He was the third 

son of Thomas Sweeney and Mary Sweeney (née Ryan). His parents got married on 18 October 1903 in the 

Church of the Assumption, Ballingarry. His father was native of Mardyke, Killenaule, and a son of Tom 

Sweeney, a schoolmaster, who in the early GAA days was a footballer and athlete. Jimmy Sweeney’s first 

national title was on 20 February 1937 at Baldoyle racecourse when Coolcroo Athletic Club won the NACA 

junior cross-country championship. He led the club home in fourth position and the other five scorers were Tom 

Healy, Tom Kennedy, Chris Cooke, Tom Whelan and Martin Healy. This was the first national title won by 

Coolcroo and the club’s first individual national title went to Jimmy Sweeney when he won the NACA senior 

10 mile title on 23 May 1937 at Phoenix Park, after spending the previous day cutting turf. The Irish 

Independent reported, ‘A man who cuts turf all day, and barrows it across a bog in Tipperary, is the new Ten 

Miles Flat Champion of Ireland. Wiry and tough as whipcord, James Sweeney, of Coolcroo, has been familiar 

with this sort of work since the age of twelve. … Nearly four years ago he was among a group [sic] of young 

men who intended to watch the start of a three-miles flat event at New Inn, near Cashel. Breathless stewards got 

horrified at the small entry, hustled among the spectators and extended invitations to do something so as to 

make an impressive start. Sweeney peeled off his coat, and finished second.’ The Irish Press reported, ‘Leading 

from start to finish, J. Sweeney … won the 10 miles flat championship of Ireland for the first time at the 

Phoenix Park yesterday by 400 yards from John O’Callaghan, of Mallow, in the good time of 57 minutes 21 

seconds, He lapped the holder, James Hannon, of Carrick-on-Suir, who was fourth.’ Jimmy Sweeney’s split at 

five miles was 27:53. On four occasions he was one of the six scorers for Coolcroo when the club won a 

national senior cross-country title, and on 1 April 1945 he was the third scorer for Tipperary when the county 

team won the national senior cross-country championship won by teammate John Joe Barry. After emigrating to 

England, Jimmy Sweeney died on 2 September 1969 at his residence, Peel Hall Road, Wythenshawe, 

Manchester, aged sixty, and is interred in Southern cemetery, Manchester.  



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships: 

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships 

1937  10 Miles     57:21 

 

 


