
 

 

 

Jerry Kiely 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

Jerry Kiely was born on 16 November 1920 in Kilfinane, County Limerick. This was the residence of his 

mother’s parents. He was the eldest son of John Kiely and Hannie Kiely (née O’Regan) of Streamhill, Glen of 

Aherlow, County Tipperary. His parents got married in St Joseph’s Church, Limerick, on 17 February 1920. 

Raised with his brothers and sisters at Streamhill, Glen of Aherlow, where his father was native of, he got his 

athletic skill from his mother’s side of the family. His mother was in her day a noted competitor in lady’s 

cycling races at local sports meetings and his uncle James O’Regan was a popular runner and member of the 

Kilfinane hurling team. Jerry Kiely’s athletic career took off after joining Killenaule Athletic Club. In 1944 he 

was runner-up behind Martin Egan (Gort) in the national 4 miles championship. In the spring of 1945 he was 

one of the six scorers for the Tipperary team that won both the junior and senior inter-county cross-country 

championships in Belfast and Dublin, respectively. The six scorers for the junior team were John Joe Barry, 

Patsy Carroll, Mick Blake, Jerry Kiely, Paddy Sheedy and Rody Teehan. The latter two who would be less well 

known were from the Dunkerrin area. The six scorers for the senior team were John Joe Barry, Mick Blake, 

Jimmy Sweeney, Jerry Kiely, Sean Fitzell and Patsy Carroll. The following year was even a better one for Jerry 

Kiely when he won both the national 6 miles and 10 miles titles and was again runner-up in the national 4 miles 

title to Martin Egan, then with Coolquill Athletic Club. By 1947 Jerry Kiely had joined Coolcroo Athletic Club 

and that year he won the national AAU 3 miles title and led the club to win the national AAU cross-country 

championship. His best year was perhaps in 1948 when he won both the national All-Ireland AAU/NIAAA 10 

miles title at Finglas, Dublin, and the cross-country title at Throne Dairy, Whitewell Road, Belfast. He was also 

a top six scorer for the Coolcroo team that won both the national AAU cross-country championship and the All-

Ireland AAU/NIAAA cross-country championship that year. In the International cross-country championships 

he was first home for Ireland in both 1947 in Paris, and in 1948 in Reading, England. Jerry Kiely died on 11 

January 2010, aged eighty-nine, and is interred in St Michael’s Cemetery, Tipperary town. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:  

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships 

1946  6 Miles     31:12.25 

1946  10 Miles     57:10.4 

 

 

Amateur Athletic Union Championships 

1947  3 Miles     15:10.6 

 

 

All-Ireland AAU/NIAAA Championships 

1948  10 Miles    53:26 

1948  Cross-Country (Inter-Club)  51:34 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


